
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MEDFORD WATER COMMISSION 
October 16, 2013 

 
The pledge of allegiance was given. 
 
The regular meeting of the Medford Water Commission was called to order at 12:18 p.m. on the above 
date at the Medford City Hall Lausmann Annex, Room 151/157 with the following commissioners and 
staff present: 
 
Chair Jason Anderson; Commissioners Lee Fortier, Leigh Johnson 
 
Manager Larry Rains; Medford Attorney John Huttl; Deputy City Recorder Karen Spoonts; Administrative 
Coordinator Betsy Martin; Finance Administrator Tessa DeLine; Public Information Coordinator Laura 
Hodnett; Water Quality Administrator Rosie Pindilli; Operations Superintendent Ken Johnson; TS 
Coordinator Kris Stitt 
 
Guests:  City of Medford Councilmember Bob Strosser; Ashland Public Works Director Mike Faught; 
Ashland Associate Engineer Pieter Smeenk; Central Point Mayor and Liaison Hank Williams; Central 
Point City Manager Chris Clayton; Eagle Point Mayor & Liaison Bob Russell; Eagle Point Public Works 
Director Robert Miller; Phoenix Mayor & Liaison Jeff Bellah; Talent Councilmember Darby Stricker; Chris 
Peters of RH2 Engineering; Ashland Councilmember Rich Rosenthal 
 
Commissioners Cathie Davis and John Dailey were absent. 
 
3. Approval or Correction of the Minutes of the Last Regular Meeting of October 2, 2013 
 The minutes were approved as presented. 
 
4. Comments from Audience 
 4.1 Central Point Mayor Hank Williams presented a letter pertaining to the SDC study and 

requested the board review it before the public hearing. He believes the SDC study is unfair as 
the “other cities” use substantially less water than Medford.  

 
 4.2 Chris Peters of RH2 Engineering stated that the first meeting for the Cost of Service Study will 

be later this month and requested a copy of the first draft to review before the meeting. 
Manager Rains stated that as the consultant is gathering information there isn’t one. Ms. Peters 
noted that the impression she got from talking to the consultant is that there would be a draft; 
Commissioner Anderson requested staff verify if a draft is or would be available before the 
meeting. 

 
 4.3 Eagle Point Public Works Director Robert Miller thanked Operations Superintendent Ken 

Johnson and his staff for their assistance in opening up Big Butte Springs and reviewing meter 
reading and internal loss.  

 
 4.4 Talent Councilmember Darby Stricker spoke about the Water Cooperative agreement and that 

it is with the City of Medford to sign. Along this line, Ms. Stricker noted that there is a group that 
has formed in Oregon called the Clackamas River Water Providers and provided a PowerPoint 
presentation from them. 

 
5. Authorization of Vouchers 
 5.1 Continued Vouchers from the October 2, 2013 Board Meeting 
  The payment to Stanley Security was approved by Commissioner Lee Fortier, who was absent 

from the October 2 meeting.  
 
 5.2 Consideration of Vouchers for the October 16, 2013 Board Meeting 
Motion: Authorize the Manager and the Recorder to issue check-warrants in payment of invoices for a 
total amount of $458,347.69 
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Moved by: Mr. Johnson Seconded by: Mr. Fortier 
Roll Call: Commissioners Anderson, Fortier, and Johnson voting yes; Fortier abstained from Rogue 
Disposal & Recycling and Rogue Transfer vouchers; Anderson abstained from Ipipe Plumbing.  
Motion carried and so ordered.  
 
6. Engineer’s Report (E. Johnson) 
 None 
 
7. Water Treatment Report (Pindilli) 
 7.1 Jake Kann of Aquatic Ecosystem Sciences, Geologist Bob Jones and Water Quality 

Administrator Rosie Pindilli met last Friday to discuss the progress of the Willow Lake Algae 
Study. Budget for this project is on track with approximately $17,000 remaining which is set 
aside for the final report. All sampling of the lake and tributaries has been completed. The 
outcome of the report will be presented at a future study session; the final report is expected by 
the end of February. 

 
8. Finance Report (DeLine) 
 8.1 Staff continues to focus on the software project. Fixed assets have yet to be added to the 

software; until then depreciation will be an estimate on the financial statements. Finance 
Administrator Tessa DeLine expects to be finished with the software upgrade by Thanksgiving 
and stated that they hope to be back to a somewhat normal schedule mid spring. 

 
 8.2 Our auditor, Isler Northwest LLC will be here next week. 
 
9. Operations Report (K. Johnson) 
 9.1 TAP Meter Update – Operations Superintendent Ken Johnson stated that McCrometer, Inc. 

was able to replicate the same issues that were experienced on the field. The meter has been 
repaired and will be installed shortly. Flow testing will then be done to determine the accuracy. 
Mr. Anderson questioned if both meters had issues at the same time. Mr. Johnson noted that 
they did and that Manager Rains has allowed staff to help with the Talent meter as well. A 
report will be forthcoming. 

 
 9.2 Vehicle quotes are expected to be back tomorrow. 
 
 9.3 Martin Control Station - The tie in on the 24” that leads toward Duff has been done; staff plans 

to tie in to the 16” line on Crater Lake Avenue early next week. All piping for the Martin Control 
Station would then be complete. Demolition has started at the Martin Control Station; some of 
the old equipment will be used for parts. Manager Rains noted that the Martin Control Station 
project has been very successful with few change orders. 

 
 9.4 Quotes were solicited for paving; three responses were received with Mountain View Paving as 

the lowest bidder. 
 
10. Manager/Other Staff Reports 
 10.1 Consideration of Purchase of Vac-Con Truck 
  At the September 4 meeting, the board approved the Commission’s membership with the 

National Joint Purchasing Alliance (NJPA). As staff discussed at the meeting, a hydro-
excavation vehicle was included in the FY 2013-14 budget, and staff was interested in 
purchasing this vehicle through the NJPA. With the membership, the cost has come in lower 
than budgeted ($382,976 vs. $400,000 budgeted). This amount exceeded the Manager’s 
purchasing authority. Staff recommended approval. 

 



Water Commission Minutes 
October 16, 2013 
Page 3 
 
  Commissioner Johnson questioned how old is the vacon; Mr. Rains stated that we have two 

vacon’s and will be getting rid of the oldest one. Operations Superintendent Ken Johnson 
commented that we purchased the oldest vacon in 1998 and it does not have the ability to do 
what we need. The board continued to discuss the vacon’s which the MWC owns. Staff did 
note that the older vacon could be worth up to $25,000. 

 
Motion: Authorize the purchase of a hydro-excavation vehicle from National Joint Purchasing Alliance in 
the amount of $382,976 
Moved by: Mr. Fortier Seconded by: Mr. Johnson 
Roll Call: Commissioners Anderson, Fortier, and Johnson voting yes. Motion carried and so ordered.  
 
 10.2 Staff Report on the Utility Management Software Upgrade Project - TS Coordinator Kris Stitt 

provided an update on the software upgrade project. Staff has met with the project manager 
pertaining to billing software where they continue to work on outstanding items. Technical 
trainers have been on site as well. The next project to be tackled will be the mobile software for 
the meter readers. As mentioned by Ms. DeLine, Finance had a consultant on site that will also 
be back in November. Commissioner Anderson questioned if he has pulled back to normal 
hours; Mr. Stitt noted he has not but will be soon. 

 
 10.3 The consumption data for the sewer billings issue with the City of Medford has been resolved. 
 
 10.4 Consideration of Change in Meeting Date - The first meeting in 2014 falls on New Year’s Day. 

Mr. Rains requested that the board choose whether they would like to hold the meeting on 
Thursday, January 2, or the following Wednesday, January 8. 

 
  Commissioner Anderson questioned if we could hold the meeting January 8 and extend the 

next meeting to January 22. Commissioner Johnson stated that he might not be at the January 
22 meeting. Mr. Anderson stated that he would like to keep the meeting on a Wednesday; 
therefore, January 8 was chosen for the first meeting in January. Staff will verify what the other 
commissioners would like to do pertaining to the second meeting in January. 

 
 10.5 The November 6 Water Commission meeting will be held in Room 340 as the study session will 

focus on the history of the Medford Water Commission. Because of that, today’s study session 
presentation from the City of Ashland will again be discussed on November 20. Mr. Anderson 
requested absent commissioners be sent the information provided by Ashland; he thought that 
the only question the board has is the issue of charging an interest rate.  

 
11. Propositions and Remarks from the Commissioners  
 11.1  Mr. Anderson questioned if Phoenix Mayor Jeff Bellah had anything to say since he came in 

late; Mr. Bellah questioned the meters that were in the process of being repaired. Mr. Anderson 
noted that Operations Superintendent Ken Johnson brought this up at the meeting and 
requested he speak with him. 

 
12. Adjourn 

There being no further business, this Commission meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.  The proceedings 
of the Water Commission meeting were recorded on tape and are filed in the Water Commission’s 
Office.  The complete agenda of this meeting is filed in the Water Commission’s Office. 

 
 
 
Karen M. Spoonts, MMC 
Deputy City Recorder/Clerk of the Commission 
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